
Did You Know?

Jan. 19, 2017: Virginia National 

Guard Day at the General Assembly

Members of the Virginia Army 

National Guard, Virignia Air National 

Guard and Virginia Defense Force 

will display personnel and equipment 

outside the General Assembly 

Building from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to 

demonstrate some of the Virginia 

Guard’s capabilities.

Maj. Gen. Timothy P. Williams, 

the Adjutant General of Virginia, will 

host a reception for members of the 

Virginia General Assembly from 9:30 

a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
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Visit http://vaguard.dodlive.mil/ for the latest news about the Virginia National Guard

The Virginia National Guard’s 29th Infantry Division 
assumed command as U.S. Army Central’s intermediate division 
headquarters, Task Force Spartan, during a transfer of authority 
ceremonyDec. 19, 2016, at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait.

“Today is a watershed day in U.S. Army Central. Today the 
paradigm of the mission command in this theater Army changes as 
we install the 29th Inf. Div. headquarters as Task Force Spartan,” 
said Lt. Gen. Michael X. Garrett, commander USARCENT.

The 29th Infantry Division assumes mission command for 
Task Force Spartan with more than 18,000 troops supporting 
Operation Spartan Shield and theater security cooperation in U.S. 
Central Command area of responsibility. More than 450 Virginia, 
Maryland and North Carolina Army National Guard Soldiers 
from the 29th are postured and prepared to conduct contingency 
operations and command forces throughout the USARCENT area 
of operations. 

Operation Spartan shield is a combined forces contingency 
operation designed to deter and react to possible threats within 
the region.

Read more: http://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2016/12/21/9366/

Virginia National Guard supports winter storm response in Hampton Roads
Nearly 200 members of the Virginia National Guard were on duty and ready 

to assist with the state’s multi-agency response to heavy snow Jan. 7-9, 2017, 
throughout the Hampton Roads area.

Read more: http://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2017/01/11/9393/

Virginia Guard personnel to support 58th Presidential Inauguration
Nearly 300 Virginia National Guard Soldiers and Airmen will join a force 

of approximately 7,500 National Guard personnel from 40 states and territories 
supporting the 58th Presidential Inauguration Jan. 20, 2017, in Washington, D. C. 

Read more: http://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2017/01/12/9389/

AG shares legislative priorities, update on Va. Guard with JLC
Maj. Gen. Timothy P. Williams, the Adjutant General of Virginia, updated 

members of the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations on the 
Virginia Guard and discussed the Va. Guard’s legislative initiatives for the 2017 
session of the Virginia General Assembly Jan. 12, 2017, in Richmond, Virginia.   

Read more: http://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2017/01/12/9391/

VDF serves as technical lead for ongoing cyber assessment mission
Cyber security experts from the Virginia Army Guard and Virginia Defense 

Force continued their weeklong vulnerability assessments Dec. 13-16, 2016, and 
for the first time a member of the VDF served as the technical lead for the mission.

Read more: http://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2016/12/19/9387/
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Maj. Gen. Blake C. Ortner, 29th Infantry Division commander, 
and Command Sgt. Major Ronald Smith, 29th Inf. Div. 
Command Sgt. Major, uncase the unit colors during a transfer 
of authority ceremony at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait Dec. 19, 2016. 

29th Infantry Division begins mission in the Middle East
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The Virginia National Guard is a dual-status military force 
with both a state and federal mission, and it effectively balanced 
the demands of those missions through 2016 in one of the busiest 
years in recent memory.

“I am incredibly proud of the dedicated service and tremendous 
duty performance from our entire force in 2016,” said Maj. Gen. 
Timothy P. Williams, the Adjutant General of Virginia. “We also 
owe a special thanks to their families, loved ones and employers 
because we couldn’t perform our mission without their support.”

The National Guard’s federal mission is to provide the 
combat reserve forces to help fight our nation’s wars, and 
nearly 1,500 Soldiers and Airmen served on federal active 
duty in 2016. Virginia Guard units conducted a wide variety 
of missions including mission command, military-to-military 
partnership building, security and rotary wing flight operations 
and maintenance. Nearly 850 personnel are still serving on federal 
active duty in the Middle East, and they join the nearly 15,000 
Soldiers and Airmen who have mobilized since Sept. 11, 2001.

The Guard’s state mission is to answer the call of the governor 
to assist citizens of the commonwealth, and more than 900 Virginia 
Guard personnel served on state active duty this year in response 
to severe weather events as part of the state’s multi-agency team. 
Soldiers transported first responders through heavy snow and high 
water, helped get citizens to safety and used chain saws to help 
clear debris and open roads after tornadoes and hurricanes. 

The Virginia Guard consistently ranks at the top in the nation 
in readiness indicators tracked by National Guard Bureau, and it 
received national recognition for renewable energy, maintenance, 
marksmanship and military education. It received a Secretary 
of the Army Energy and Water Management Award in the 
Renewables and Alternatives category, and the Fort Pickett-based 
Maneuver Area Training Equipment Site was selected for a 2015 
Army Award for Maintenance Excellence in the Army National 
Guard Table of Distribution and Allowance Category. The Fort 
Pickett-based 183rd Regiment, Regional Training Institute was 
awarded “Institute of Excellence” status by U. S. Army Training 
and Doctrine Command and evaluated as full accredited.

The Virginia National Guard will have a new facility built 
specifically to serve as a headquarters. The 102,000 square foot 
facility will be built on a 13.6-acre site in the northern section 
of Defense Supply Center Richmond, cost approximately $30 
million and construction should be completed by February 2018. 
It will provide workspace for the Adjutant General of Virginia, the 
Virginia National Guard Joint Staff and Air National Guard Staff 
currently located at Mullins Readiness Center in Sandston.

Looking ahead to 2017, Williams identified readiness and 
growing the Virginia’s force structure as key strategic objectives.

“We all have the responsibility to ensure that we meet 
all individual federal mobilization requirements, including the 
standards for height and weight, physical fitness, and military 
education,” Williams said. “The Army and the Air Force are 
counting on us to bring our organizations up to a level that can 

meet any global requirement, and it is up to each of us to reach 
and maintain that standard.”

Williams said he would like to see the Guard’s force structure 
grow by 2,000 Soldiers and 1,000 Airmen.

“I may be biased, but I truly believe that our state is blessed 
with the best Soldiers and Airmen in the country,” Williams said. 
“With that in mind, I plan to advance Virginia as a key player 
in the National Guard. Our strategic plan includes setting the 
conditions to grow force structure in Virginia. Achieving this goal 
will take time and everyone’s hard work to remain laser-focused 
on meeting and exceeding all standards, effectively setting an 
example for the rest of the National Guard to follow.”

Read more: http://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2017/01/01/9372/

  MORE ON THE WEB

Photos: Virginia Guard support snow storm response
https://www.flickr.com/photos/vaguardpao/albums/72157676906706622

Photos: Historic artillery battery reactivated in Hampton
https://www.flickr.com/photos/vaguardpao/albums/72157677127404432

Transfer of Authority ceremony held for 116th MET
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/220278/transfer-authority-ceremony-held-149th-met

29th Infantry Division on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/29thID

1st Battalion, 111th Field Artillery on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/1stBattalion111thFieldArtillery/

Virgnia Defense Force on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/VirginiaDefenseForce/

www.facebook.com/VaNationalGuard

@VaNationalGuard

www.linkedin.com/company/vanationalguard

Page 2                                              The Commonwealth’s Guardian                    January 13, 2017

The Commonwealth’s Guardian newsletter is produced by the Virginia National Guard public affairs office on a bi-weekly basis. Please send any feedback or story 
ideas to the public affairs office staff at ngva.pao@mail.mil. 

Virginia National Guard meets challenges of busy 2016

Virginia National Guard Soldiers escorted or transported first 
responders on more than 200 emergency calls over a six-day 
period in January 2016 in support of winter storm response 
operations.
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